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Ein Beitrag zur Definition von Genie und Talent. Viktor Fischer. 

Annalen der Naturphilosophie, January, 1904, Vol. III., No. 2, pp. 

233-237. 

The author's problem is a definition of genius and talent, and their 
mutual relations. His point of view is that of physical science, and he 
seeks an analogy to talent and genius, respectively, in the capacity-factor 
and the intensity-factor of physical energy. His conclusion is that genius 
and talent are not serially related, but are coordinate developments from 
the average human ability along different and independent lines. 

The author begins with a definition of genius and talent opposed to 
his own, and which, in a way, forms the basis of the article in its polem- 
ical aspect. The quotation is from Doctor A. Reibmayr (Politisch an- 
thropologische Revue, II. Jahrg., ISTr. 8, S. 611), and roughly rendered is 
as follows : Talent is mental ability excelling the average of its own time 
and branch of art; genius is talent which possesses the gift of discovery, 
of creation in any branch of art. This is the serial view, genius presup- 
posing talent and being a higher form of it. 

The author's own position is introduced with a statement of the 
fundamental principle of energetics — that every form of energy may be 
analyzed into two factors, a capacity-magnitude and an intensity-magni- 
tude — and with the announcement of his intention to apply this principle 
to mental energy. Ease of apprehension can be distinguished from its 
depth. They are unrelated. A man may be dull in the apprehension of 
a thought, and yet receive it to a greater depth than another who grasps 
it easily. Robert Mayer, the great physicist, is mentioned as a distin- 
guished example of depth of comprehension without facility. Ease of 
apprehension gives us the capacity-factor, depth of apprehension, the 
intensity-factor of mental energy. The latter might be called mental 
power, ' Geisteskraft,' the former, mental receptivity, ' Aufnahmsfahig- 
keit.' Of course, the best results occur when both genius and talent are 
united in the same individual, and this is the case with most great minds. 

The capacity-factor is often highly developed among women, but the 
especial development of the intensity-factor is almost exclusively con- 
fined to men. Genius finds its expression in both thought and feeling, 
and so in all the arts and sciences from music to pure mathematics. 
Genius is not essentially pathological. Extreme sensitivity, however, 
and excessive activity under unfavorable conditions render the man of 
genius especially liable to mental abnormality. 

The writer's own statements have been reproduced as far as possible 
that the reader may form an independent judgment. Is he serious with 
the concept of mental energy, or is it a mere analogy? If the definition 
of talent as ease of apprehension and skill in elaboration or rendition 
be accepted, the case of Mayer seems to show that genius and talent are 
different in kind rather than degree, and this is the point with which the 
author is most concerned. But has he given us a working conception of 
genius? Careful psychological analyses have revealed such great divers- 
ities of type, that some have despaired of finding common characters, at 
least between the extremes of feeling and intellect. The use of the 
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energy concept, it would seem, should presuppose such analysis and be 

based upon it. The article is very brief, and it is to be hoped that the 

writer will elaborate and justify his position more completely. 

Henry A. Kugee. 
Columbia University. 
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